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FBI says it is
Investigating

By NIRA] WARIKOO
FREE PRESS STAFE WRITER

Tired of erime in Detroit,
Sean Dean left for a home on a
"quiet suburban block. Like a
growing number of African
Americans, the 383-year-old
sanitation worker saw his fu-
ture outside the city where he
was born and raised.

But Monday, he stood near
what appeared to be evidence
of another racially motivated
attack directed against an Afri-
can-American family in the
suburbs. And he wondered: Am
I welcome here?

That’s a question several
black suburbanites are asking
after several attacks have
raised concerns among prose-
cutors and civil rights activists.
The latest attack was down the
block from Dean’s home. Early

Sunday, someone burned = 6-

The crimes
and punishment

Ethnic intimidation: A felony in
Michigan punishable by up to
two years in prison. The per-
petrator must be found to have
acted with a specific intent to
narm, intimidate or harass
someone based on his or her
race, color, religion, gender or
national origin. ‘

Federal hate crime: A felony
punishable by up to 10 years in
prison. The Hate Crimes Act
bans a crime against a person or
property that is motivated by
hias toward race, religion, eth-
nicity/national origin, disability,
or sexual orientation.

Source: Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office and
U.S. Attorney's Office

foot cross on the Davis family’s
lawn in Dearborn Heights, po-
lice say. .
“It’s so archzic... someone is
walking around with that mind-
set,” said Gregory Davis, a con-
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struction worker who lives in
the home with his wife, three
kids and grandchildren. “I'm
mad. .. I den't bother any-
body.”

Warren, Troy and Trenton
have seen similar hate crimes
over the past two months. On
Monday, Wayne County Prose-
cutor Kym Worthy charged
two Taylor men with ethnie in-
timidation in the cross burn-
ings outside the home of a hira-
eial family who live on a mostly
white block in Trenion. FBI

Special  Apgent
The Dawn  Clenney
; said Monday that
tensions the FBl is in{iesti-
ome ata gating both the
time when Trenton and the
black Dearborn
Heights cases to
E:E;O\;[:!r]e arg gee if the familieg’
icaving civil rights have
Detroitin  been violated.
huge Meanwhile, a
numbers,  state official says

he believes there
has been an in-
crease in the number and se-
verity of hate crimesin the area
since May, Harold Core of the
Michigan Department of Civil
Rights says he won't know ex-
act numbers for months — but
from watching media reports,
he says hate crimmes appear to
be on the rise.

He also says that until re-
cently the most serious crimes
he noticed were mostly minor,
like graffiti. But the cross burn-
ings seem to take the level of
hate up a notch. He wonders if
there might he an organized ef-
fort behind the recent inci-
dents.

“These incidents make vic-
tims out of entire communi-
ties,” Core said Monday. .

Moreover, he said, hate
erimes divide and divert people
{rom the task of rebuilding the
region’s struggling economy.

A weak economy can some-

Signs of hate in metro Detroit
Prosecutors and civil rights activists say hate crime is on the rise.
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Dearborn Heights: Cn
Sunday, an African-
American family discovered |
a cross burned into their |
lawn on McDonald Street,

Trenten: On July 3and 4, a g
biracial family found

crossas on their lawn. The
family had moved into the

(2

neighborhood two weeks = 7

earlier.

Warren: In June, an
African-American family’s
house was trashed and
white-power slogans were
scrawled on its walls.

Taylor: After three years
of putting up with racial
. slurs, KKK graffiti and an

arson attack, Reginald and :

Lori Doster, an African-
American couple, say they
plan to move out of their
neighberhocd in Taylor
sometima this month,
Troy: fn late June,
employees of a group home
in Troy discovered what 2
appeared to be a noose
hanging from a tree limb.
Most of the staff at the
home is African American.

times contribute to upswingsin
hate crimes, said Shanna
Smith, a national civil rights ex-
pert. In recent months, Michi-
gan has posted one of the high-
est unemployment rates in the
country. ’

Smith, president of the Na-
tional Fair Housing Alliance,
said in an interview last month
that when white people are fi-
nancially unable to leave racial-
ly changing mneighborhoods,
gsome may lash out with hate.
The alliance released a report
in July that indicated some real
estate agents in metro Detroit
were steering black housing ap-
plicants away from mostly
white neighborhoods, further
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dividing a regionthat is already
one of the niost segregated in

the United States.
“We're at war with our-
selves,” Dean said. “We

shouldn’t be at war with each
other.”

The tensions come at a time
when black people are leaving
Detroit in huge numhers. More
than 50,000 residents have fled
the mostly black city since
2000, according to U.S, Census
figures. On the hlock where
Dean and the Davis family live,
three homes are occupied by
black people on ablock of about
25 homes, residents say. In
Dearborn Heights, largely a
bedroom community of De-

troit, the black population has
increased from 277 residentsin
1990 to 1,236 residents in 2000,
a jump of 346%.

“We all just want to live in
niee neighborhoods,” said Dean
while gazing Monday afterncon
at the burnt lawn that has since
been tilled and reseeded. “We
don't want violence just like
anyone else, I'm just glad it
hasn't happened to me yet.”

The grass was burned some-
time early Sunday morning, ac-
cording to the Davis family.
Someone used an accelerant to
light the grass on fire in the
shape of a large cross. Dear-
born Heights Police Det. ILit.
Jeff Seipenko said there are no
suspects at this time.

The crime comes after some
other suburban hate crimes in
recent months. In June, a black
family had their Warren home
trashed and vandalized with
white power graffitl, And in
Trenton, a black man and his
white wife witnessed a cross
burning outside their home Ju-
ly 4. According to Wayne Coun-
ty prosecutors, Kevin Mackin,
18, and Jason Wozniak, 28, both
of Taylor, lit the cross. If con-
victed, they each face up to two
years in prison.

“Itboggles the mind that any
one would even think about do-
ing this, much less earry it out,”
said Worthy, the Wayne Coun-
ty prosecutor, on Monday.
“This is a stark reminder that
we still have a long way to go
with race issues in this country.
It's disheartening to see this
type of behavior in 2005,

Despite the latest incident,
Davis said he's not going any-
where.

“We are here and we are not
leaving,” said Davis as his
grandchildren scampered
around on the front porch. “I'm
not hacking down from any-
body.”

Contect NIRAJ WARTKOO ot
warikoo@freepress.com.




